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Tool Factory Podcasting FAQ

What’s all the fuss about?

Podcasting is an absolute blast! You’ll feel suddenly powerful the first time you hear your own voice coming out of the computer.  Add some music and sound effects, and you’ll soon be building podcasts like a professional. The technology makes things so simple, that even elementary school kids are doing it!  Sit down and build a podcast and you’ll see…

What is podcasting?

In simple terms podcasting is a radio show series, posted on the internet. Users can subscribe to it just like a magazine subscription.  If you want to get technical, it’s an audio file saved in a format such as MP3. There are a few lines of programming code attached, called an RSS feed. You need a software program called an “aggregator” such as iTunes software. The RSS feed talks to the “aggregator” and says, “Check for a new radio show episode on a regular basis, and if you find one, then download it into the aggregator’s play list.”  So whenever you open your aggregator, if a new episode of the podcast has been posted, then it will automatically be downloaded right into the aggregator for your listening pleasure!

Can other aggregators besides iTunes be used to download my Podcast?

Sure, any aggregator that uses an RSS feed will work.  

Where do I get copyright-free music and sound effects? 

Every copy of Tool Factory Podcasting comes with a subscription to Clip Art Station, where there are hundreds of copyright-free files to download! 

Can you save the created file in different formats?  

Yes, all podcasts can be saved in MP3 and WAV formats.

Can I store my podcast on my server?

You can store your podcast anywhere you want to! After making your podcast, simply save it as a WAV or MP3 file.  That can be saved to your local computer, school server, or even emailed to friends.
 

How do I get my podcast on the internet?

If the internet is your target, then when you hit the "publish" button in Tool Factory Podcasting, it gets uploaded to the internet.  The upload is conducted by a piece of software called an FTP client. We've built the FTP client right into Tool Factory Podcasting, so you don't have to deal with any complexities. 

What’s an RSS feed?

There are a few lines of code attached to every podcast called an RSS feed. This is the code that allows anyone to "Subscribe" to your podcast.  Tool Factory Podcasting generates the RSS feed for you. 
 

How does my aggregator find my podcast?

Just copy the link from Tool Factory Podcasting, and paste it into the aggregator's "subscribe" box, and the podcast will automatically download to the listener's computer, each time the author upload a new episode.  
Which website stores the podcast?

Your podcast can be uploaded to your website, or ours. It will save to Tool Factory’s Web Page Station server by default, but you can change the settings and it will upload to your website instead.  Here are the settings you can change:
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Your hosting company will give you the setting to enter here. 

 

How does the FTP/user management work out with a school or a site license?  
We give each school an account with a single username and password.  The whole school or building staff would then use the same FTP details.  The FTP details would need to be input into the Options file on each computer OR you could distribute a configuration file across the network.
 
Have you had any problems with multiple people uploading at the same time?
No.  Multiple people can upload at the same time.  
Can you link short video clips to the podcast? 

Not yet, but that feature is planned for the next version. 

 
What is the average file size of a podcast?
Audio files equate to about 1 megabyte per minute. If your podcast is 10 minutes long, it would be about 10 megabytes. 

To order: Tool Factory, Inc. 3336 Sunderland Hill Road, Sunderland, Vermont 05250
P: (802)375-6549  F: (802)375-6860   http://www.toolfactory.com

