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How to organise the use of digital video in the classroom

Teaching styles and techniques

You can use digital video (DV) assets to enhance teaching in a range of contexts. This section explains some strategies you can employ.

Demonstration
A digital video extract can demonstrate a process or procedure with a whole class. You can control the amount of film you show, or repeat the demonstration if you feel the students need reinforcement.

Modelling
DV is especially good at modelling, enabling the representation of real or imaginary situations. Animations are an excellent way of modelling a process, such as planetary orbits, and there are a number of commercially available examples.

Explaining
The use of an appropriate DV asset can assist you in explaining a specific teaching point or concept. A powerful aspect of DV is the ability to start and stop a film clip at any point so you can explain what is happening.

Questioning
You can use DV assets with a whole class or small group to encourage pupil interaction through questioning. You can either show the clip and ask questions to see how well pupils have understood the concepts, or stop the film at intervals to ask questions about specific points. You can also use DV clips to question children as part of a prediction exercise using prompts such as ‘What do you think will happen next?’

Intervening
Intervention provides the means to move the lesson on, to make additional points, to rectify problems, or to refocus pupils on the task in hand. A timely intervention with a short, powerful film clip can stimulate pupils’ imaginations.

Providing feedback
DV can help you in a variety of teaching and learning situations. You can use digital video to record pupil activity and provide feedback.
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