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How to organise the use of digital video in the classroom

Project planning

Project planning is a vital part of any lesson, especially where technology is involved. Here are some planning tips to help use DV technology and assets more effectively. 

· Download online resources from their source before the lesson. 

· Work out how you will use the DV assets and select the sections you want. 

· If you want your pupils to use the clips in their own project work, make sure they are in a format understood by the target software. 

· Create a project file in the target software containing the DV clips, ready for pupils to use. 

· If you want your pupils to feature in your film project, you need permission from their parents. 

· Making a DV film is a group activity, so set aside lesson time for group discussions and storyboards. 

· Allow groups to take turns and practise new techniques, including camera angles and editing.

Resource management
Resources for DV use tend to fall into two categories: equipment and digital resources such as files and software.

Equipment
If DV equipment is going to be used by lots of teachers in the school, it will need to be managed centrally and booked in advance. It should be one person’s responsibility to ensure that DV camcorder batteries are kept charged, and that there are adequate stocks of DV tapes. DV equipment tends to require lots of connecting leads and peripherals, so it is worth keeping a contents checklist with each set of equipment so that vital leads don’t go missing.

If computers capable of DV editing are only available in a dedicated editing suite, this will also need to be booked in advance. Check the computer specifications so that if a DV camcorder is to be connected, there is a suitable interface card fitted.

Software
Most DV editing software will need to be installed on appropriate computer systems locally, rather than over the network. This ensures that only those PCs with a suitable specification (for example, a FireWire card) have the appropriate DV editing software installed. You may also need access to file conversion software to ensure that your files will work with the software you intend to use.
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